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Society: Special Section: Rosewood: Before and After

SPECIAL SECTION
Rosewood: Before & After
EDITOR’S NOTE
In this Special Section, two senior historians of Florida history
examine the root causes and consequences of the unfortunate
developments at Rosewood, Florida, in 1923. In the first article,
“Rosewood and America in the Early Twentieth Century,” David R.
Colburn, professor of history at the University of Florida, shows
how the carnival of violence that erupted at Rosewood was neither
random nor isolated. A wave of racial violence swept across the
nation during the late 1910s and early 1920s, the unfortunate
result of the social, economic, and cultural upheavals that
accompanied the nation’s involvement in World War I. According
to Dr. Colburn, “these cultural and racial concerns thoroughly
permeated Florida during this era.”
In her article, “The Rosewood Massacre and the Women Who
Survived It,” Maxine D. Jones, professor of history at The Florida
State University, reminds us that tragedies like Rosewood have
long-term consequences for the victims. In a series of poignant portraits, Dr. Jones traces the lives of several female victims in the years
following the events at Rosewood. Fortunate to have survived the
violence there, they nevertheless suffered the loss of relatively secure surroundings, and went on to lead lives marked by economic
and psychological struggle. As Dr. Jones so eloquently states, “more
than homes and furniture had gone up in smoke. A legacy, as well
as hopes and dreams, had disappeared also.”
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